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Did you know? 

Kaiima, an Israeli next gen seed 
and breeding company,  
has devised a technique for 
multiplying the number of 
chromosomes in biofuel and other 
agricultural crops in a way that 
will increase harvests while at the 
same time skirting some of the 
technical and regulatory risks 
surrounding genetically modified 
organisms. Find out how... 
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Greetings  

  
May 25, 2011 is the JCRC's Annual Meeting -- a wonderful 

opportunity to gather with leadership from the St. Louis Jewish and 
general communities in support of the JCRC's mission: to enhance 
cooperation with other religious, racial, ethnic and civic groups; foster 
a just democratic and pluralist society and promote the security of 
Israel and Jews everywhere.  We hope that you will join us -- for 
more information and to register click here. 
  
In this issue of the JCRC's Israel Business and Technology 
(IBTEC) newsletter we bring you news from the Arab-Israeli sector.  
While Arabs account for 20% of Israel's population, they account for 
only 8% of production and 0.1% of exports.  In April, IBTEC hosted a 
visit by Mr. Helmi Kittani, Executive Director of the Center for Jewish-
Arab Economic Development (CJAED).  Mr. Kittani visited the Center 
for Emerging Technologies, CORTEX, Eden Theological Seminary and, 
with African-American leadership to discuss the importance of Arab-
Jewish economic cooperation.  The Globes article below gives an 
example of the progress made in the banking sector regarding Arab-
Israeli communities. 
  
In addition to the work to improve economic development in 
the Arab-Israeli sector, the Israeli government and Israeli 
companies have made significant efforts to improve the economic 
development of the West Bank.  Mellanox Technologies, a mega 
network gear builder and a company located in St. Louis Jewish 
community's sister city of Yokneam, is planning to establish an R&D 
center in Ramallah. Mellanox CEO Eyal Waldman sees this effort as 
vital to the area's economy and to peace efforts. 
  
We also bring you an update on Project Better Place, the electric car 
system that will soon be operational in Israel, focusing on its activity 
in China.  
  
And finally, news of an Israeli innovation that will make endoscopy 
procedures much more pleasant: a disposable camera smaller than a 
grain of salt.  
  

Hapoalim chairman sees great potential in 

Israeli-Arab sector  

By Mira Awwad 
May 11, 2011 
Globes 
  
"Israel's business sector is beginning to discover the great potential 
of the Israeli-Arab population and business community." It has 
greater growth potential than other communities, Bank 
Hapoalim chairman Yair Seroussi told the Arab Business Conference 
in Nazareth today.  
  
Seroussi added, "Bank Hapoalim is already very active in the Israeli-
Arab population and business community, and we intend to do much 
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more." He called on the audience to seize the opportunity resulting 
from the Israeli-Arab community's more rapid growth, which is faster 
than the growth of the general economy.  
  
Seroussi said, "Recent studies pointed to two factors, which I believe 
create opportunities. The first is the employment gap and standard of 
living gap compared with the general population, and the other is the 
encouraging and impressive narrowing of the education and skills 
gap. Add to this the fact that the Arab population in younger, and you 
have a field of potential growth."  
  
Seroussi said that equalizing the income of Israeli Arab and Jewish 

men amounted to an addition potential of NIS 10 billion, and that full 
use of Israeli Arab women's labor potential would quadruple this 
potential from the current NIS 7 billion to NIS 28 billion. 
Modernization of Israeli-Arab businesses and managerial experience 
was boosting companies' turnover, requiring the need for growth 
capital, and raised issues related from the change of family-owned 
firms to public companies. Read more  

News from Yokneam Megiddo - St. Louis Jewish 
Community's Sister City  

Tech diplomacy: Israeli CEO hires Palestinian programmers 
  
Doing so costs more for Eyal Waldman than outsourcing to 
Eastern Europe. But the CEO of Israel's Mellanox Technologies 
says the investment in peace is worth it. 
  
By Joshua Mitnick 
April 22, 2011  
Christian Science Monitor 
Ramallah, West Bank  
  
The last time chief executive officer Eyal Waldman had been to the 
Israeli-occupied West Bank was as a soldier. But when he needed to 
outsource some work for his fast-growing Israeli technology 
company, he chose an unconventional solution: hiring Palestinian 
programmers from Ramallah. 
  
The year-old experiment has worked so well that the firm, Mellanox 
Technologies, expects to establish a research and development 
center in Ramallah. Even if it costs more than a similar operation in 
Eastern Europe, Mr. Waldman says there's an intangible upside: 
boosting political stability by employing Israel's neighbors. 
  
"We think that it makes our whole economy and whole geopolitical 
situation better," he says. 
  
The CEO's vision of business and politics harks back to the 1990s, 
when excitement about the Israeli-Palestinian peace process 
prompted talk of a new Middle East - including burgeoning economic 
ties between Israel and Arab countries. 
But in the ensuing decade Israel erected a security barrier to prevent 
Palestinian attacks, making any cooperation with Palestinians at least 
seem like a pipe dream.  
  
In recent years, however, the Palestinian uprising has subsided and 
Israel has relaxed some of its movement restrictions, giving the West 
Bank economy a chance to grow. It's also provided an opportunity for 
cross-border joint ventures. 
  
A viable Israeli-Palestinian business model 
Mellanox's development teams usually hold meetings via video 
conference, but Palestinian programmers also travel through Israeli 
military checkpoints at least once every two weeks for meetings. 
Waldman himself has twice visited Ramallah, where he was 
impressed by the building boom under way in the city - the seat of 
the Palestinian government. 
  
Israel's technology industry - which lures investment from leading 
tech multinationals - is located less than 50 miles from Ramallah, a 
proximity that facilitates cooperation. Asal Technologies, the 
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outsourcing firm that supplies programmers for Mellanox, gets 40 
percent of its work from Israeli companies and Israeli branches of 
multinational companies such as Intel. 
  
"We are close by, in the same time zone, and have the same [Friday-
Saturday] weekend. They know us and we know them," says Asal 
chief executive Murad Tahboub, who sees the potential for boosting 
not only business but peace as well.  
  
"Palestine was never on the radar of the information-technology 
industry worldwide. But there is a viable business model, and it helps 
the region.... Having a good economy is good for the Palestinians, 

which makes people more open to living peacefully." Read more 
  
Read more about Mellanox Technologies Ltd. (Nasdaq: MLNX), a 
Yokneam company that recently reached a $1billion market 
capitalization. 
  

Better Place in China 

Through Better Place, Israel Corp. is targeting China's $15 

billion electric car market and its $60-100 billion smart grid 

project. 
Globes 
May 8, 2011 
By Dubi Ben-Gedalyahu 
  
Anyone who has tried to put together a 5,000-piece puzzle knows 
that the best way to carry out the task is to have an overall picture. 
Electric car venture Better Place LLC is a multidimensional and 
multilayered puzzle whose pieces are scattered all over the world.  
  
Every few months, new pieces of the puzzle appear somewhere in the 
world, and some of them raise eyebrows in the motor vehicles 
industry. That was the case with the announcement by HSBC Holding 
plc (LSE: HSBA; HKSE: 005; NYSE, Paris: HBC), not known as a bank 
to make adventurous investments, that it would invest $125 million 
in Better Place. That was also the case with the announcement of a 
strategic partnership with the venture by General Electric Company 
(NYSE: GE).  

Read more 

World's smallest medical camera will make 

medical procedures less uncomfortable 

Geek.com  
May 5, 2011 
By Jennifer Bergen  
  
If you've ever had a procedure done using an endoscope, you can 
agree that it's not the most pleasant experience. A trip to an 
otolaryngologist, also known as the ear, nose and throat doctor, can 
result in a tiny tube with a camera on the end being inserted through 
your nose and down to your throat. This procedure is nothing 
compared to the work endoscopes do in such fields as cardiology and 
in robotic surgery. Thanks to the world's smallest video camera, 
things might be getting a little easier.   
  
Developed by Medigus, a medical tech company based in Omer, 
Israel, the new camera is just 0.99mm in diameter, which is smaller 
than a grain of salt. The camera will be an asset for delicate 
procedures in the areas mentioned above, as well as in 
gastroenterology, orthopedics, gynecology, robotic surgery, and let's 
just add urology in there for good measure. 
  
The silicone-based video camera is actually pretty inexpensive, which 
means it can easily be disposed. When a product is manufactured and 
sold in such large amounts, it results in the costs being low enough to 
make them disposable, which means no messy cleanup for the 
nurses. There will also be a reusable version for those earth-friendly 
doctors who prefer not to dispose of unnecessary materials. Read 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=7yxu97cab&et=1105502724514&s=3592&e=001Czw5Ofz9fus9Z6G3K9Lj8gfeCKiAt7IiHPHnc8_RHtf7OTdNUjG-6rXaMgE8OxswMUIA2h-QyRaTomxnalcjq5K9vTQta2dSPBvG2DlPv1Wd5FZ-I30dSfGZtNx9UVJmY2I_opCmls8H4sKeEiXy1m7TpR_d8R-rv7LKfrgm4rFacgZOEM9-VVf425BNgTwE3u-nOjTdLfNd_nw00w_iu_NGHStCa-cf78gyJnuCyTM=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=7yxu97cab&et=1105502724514&s=3592&e=001Czw5Ofz9fusjhVfj0J__ZCNNG8VHXCiVZmudSFBKqDlYcRDWVQUGXwFbD1DwB1aiRn3cOV_z9UVvgO_LVTkg6IzE-yfgBUOCN-LBLRV8zvAR3Fkdj3r7wpD3_ZkPO7-W0lu8Nq5cA2IVyVBd6NBJtyhlDVqZBk51fi2W1HmSMypsupQfo-hrZ7fvz0dnPlpmXPdsOiFvrGA=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=7yxu97cab&et=1105502724514&s=3592&e=001Czw5Ofz9fus6xODlvJihmKHqFdwL_8w2J4j41BrwFbIJRc9HS-y6L4nOogjBRJFV3IKjs3-0ycC7CJlj_Xw-_l8Rt7iql-0JnO53j7SMocdqfvfhu8CtPA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=7yxu97cab&et=1105502724514&s=3592&e=001Czw5Ofz9fuswi3gwKl7Dyf8czo5uZW6-bKXNDxTz7AuEXjqLz_96_GNwSNo3d_0t54nqam5hs0E3EwVZ3LxbSVtHdNhpIak3wsPwV8_h7wK-3Dk03XaGG8PIHek0mZKpB_cvo3Dd5FQ=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=7yxu97cab&et=1105502724514&s=3592&e=001Czw5Ofz9fuuNnrUwHxXpsI4cwFW-kMnzoDIdxGf48vX2IgGi5V9wpG5vrRdN_HpN0NzZtQjAL75n4fu7cvBrSLs8x5uryt9QxnjlEmY0_8mvq6jow26vLF-ToNktQD2PWwa8zIDA94a_S0Tf9NykHKieVLkG1_pOy5cHxWPkdPBH9kBrxwO0HC9V6MYb1CYx-67OxgstfJE=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=7yxu97cab&et=1105502724514&s=3592&e=001Czw5Ofz9fuuLeFBHVXtXl6tZ8Qi5S45EHmCDpsMvjxxabkpNuPl0qzSMZQjwa626_DC7qxZG3mj1GQeYK7L4_rw8wLgzWzZWIhLDnpavl5GKb0mRMp1SeQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=7yxu97cab&et=1105502724514&s=3592&e=001Czw5Ofz9fuuNnrUwHxXpsI4cwFW-kMnzoDIdxGf48vX2IgGi5V9wpG5vrRdN_HpN0NzZtQjAL75n4fu7cvBrSLs8x5uryt9QxnjlEmY0_8mvq6jow26vLF-ToNktQD2PWwa8zIDA94a_S0Tf9NykHKieVLkG1_pOy5cHxWPkdPBH9kBrxwO0HC9V6MYb1CYx-67OxgstfJE=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=7yxu97cab&et=1105502724514&s=3592&e=001Czw5Ofz9fuuAFGPRvCAP-MNtVEnqV75vMpf4IAK-hi-kx3sS16phTJq74GjhwY1eni-SCcbw5Ai0W_kb0Kp21h-5oluwOSjUc0qkHn9VRQJPruAuTRj50qDqpjbXdi2hEMqkZpvnRMHNj0KWrExad6XUwQRg-L925MtLx0IBTtGav9yOTJQdtTjduBdaVl29g3dQZCoVgoGP7m7wGzFGtAG-XhcjaV0Ew4p1BFk8cpb-HTpw7qiAp81ZYzImZI9Ok4k5OEXZvJM=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=7yxu97cab&et=1105502724514&s=3592&e=001Czw5Ofz9fuuAFGPRvCAP-MNtVEnqV75vMpf4IAK-hi-kx3sS16phTJq74GjhwY1eni-SCcbw5Ai0W_kb0Kp21h-5oluwOSjUc0qkHn9VRQJPruAuTRj50qDqpjbXdi2hEMqkZpvnRMHNj0KWrExad6XUwQRg-L925MtLx0IBTtGav9yOTJQdtTjduBdaVl29g3dQZCoVgoGP7m7wGzFGtAG-XhcjaV0Ew4p1BFk8cpb-HTpw7qiAp81ZYzImZI9Ok4k5OEXZvJM=


more  
  

  
  

 
About the e-newsletter 

   

Welcome to IBTEC's e-newsletter. The e-newsletter brings updates on the various 

aspects of Israel's business and technology developments to the St. Louis 

community. You will also find updates from the Yokneam-Megiddo region-a sister 

region to St. Louis, as well as connectable and actionable items. The JCRC does not 

endorse or support any specific consumer and/or investment products.  

 

About IBTEC: The Israel Business and Technology Committee (IBTEC) is a JCRC 

initiative that focuses on Israel's business and technology sector, sharing with the St. 

Louis business and technology community the outstanding opportunities Israel offers 

in this area.   

Contributions to support the work of IBTEC will be gratefully accepted.      
  

 
 

Please encourage others to register for the Israel Business and Technology  
e-newsletter by sending an e-mail request including your name to jcrcintl@jcrcstl.org  

  

Jewish Community Relations Council of St. Louis 

12 Millstone Campus Drive, St. Louis, MO  63146-5776 E-mail: jcrcstl@jcrcstl.org 

 314-442-3871 

Visit our website at www.jcrcstl.org 

The JCRC is a beneficiary agency of the Jewish Federation. 
 
  

  
 

 
 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=7yxu97cab&et=1105502724514&s=3592&e=001Czw5Ofz9fuuC8J5o33layE-4tOD_gnLPtzPTihVgDLE9yijQdbUbNgCmK_A-6OloWqwu_4NnHx_T0-KJdMLasHTj-i22d_j5YQo9Z7DfpONoTGQqI5BMi2dVFYhgJAXDwamcx6YoMNE=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=7yxu97cab&et=1105502724514&s=3592&e=001Czw5Ofz9fuuC8J5o33layE-4tOD_gnLPtzPTihVgDLE9yijQdbUbNgCmK_A-6OloWqwu_4NnHx_T0-KJdMLasHTj-i22d_j5YQo9Z7DfpONoTGQqI5BMi2dVFYhgJAXDwamcx6YoMNE=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=7yxu97cab&et=1105502724514&s=3592&e=001Czw5Ofz9fuuC8J5o33layE-4tOD_gnLPtzPTihVgDLE9yijQdbUbNgCmK_A-6OloWqwu_4NnHx_T0-KJdMLasHTj-i22d_j5YQo9Z7DfpONoTGQqI5BMi2dVFYhgJAXDwamcx6YoMNE=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=7yxu97cab&et=1105502724514&s=3592&e=001Czw5Ofz9fus3iEle4X7TafocoNv7F3uyBaE05eRUmg2qOi6pk0zhXMB2MFV-Xpro6N3yFO6BuoWTIvevk6fculvfqefknLE8LEZSWF-8Zf4tnVT2gfWK6g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=7yxu97cab&et=1105502724514&s=3592&e=001Czw5Ofz9fuuC8J5o33layE-4tOD_gnLPtzPTihVgDLE9yijQdbUbNgCmK_A-6OloWqwu_4NnHx_T0-KJdMLasHTj-i22d_j5YQo9Z7DfpONoTGQqI5BMi2dVFYhgJAXDwamcx6YoMNE=
mailto:jcrcintl@jcrcstl.org
mailto:jcrcstl@jcrcstl.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=7yxu97cab&et=1105502724514&s=3592&e=001Czw5Ofz9fus3iEle4X7TafocoNv7F3uyBaE05eRUmg2qOi6pk0zhXMB2MFV-Xpro6N3yFO6BuoWTIvevk6fculvfqefknLE8LEZSWF-8Zf4tnVT2gfWK6g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=7yxu97cab&et=1105502724514&s=3592&e=001Czw5Ofz9fuuRGHmi6quZ8NasVpObf2Jj-MX7_1N10SRhftJ7Nzm5xVD_ARXX5KP8S_FMxBx51Rii9YurulaXaZjiD4Mlzbwr_9u6Rpi0ZanivuV89M2xw9zq1xzCKyugzjgVZaXnHDw=

